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REMARKS 

In response to the Restriction Requirement in the outstanding Office Action, the 
applicants hereby elect method of treatment claims (new claims 36-38). These method 
of treatment claims are not specifically contained in the originally presented claims in 
this application, but claim 16 is the European claim version of a U.S. method of 
treatment claim. Counsel discussed this matter briefly with the Examiner, Dr. Swope, 
on March 26, 2007, and it is believed that the examination of this application will 
proceed with respect to the method of treatment claims now in this application. In 
accordance with the Examiner's request, only the elected method of treatment claims 
remain in the application, and the applicants reserve their right to file divisional 
applications to the non-elected subject matter. 

The outstanding Restriction Requirement also required a number of further 
elections. Therefore the applicants make the following further elections: the Examiner 
required the applicants to elect one of the proteins set forth in table 1 . The applicants 
elect the human MEKK protein. 

Since invention XI has not been elected, no further election of one of the listed 
items needs be made at this time. 

As claims corresponding to invention V have been elected, the applicants 
hereby elect (J), namely Mekk1 . 

Finally, the Examiner required the election of one of (O) to (HH) if any one of 
inventions I - XI was elected. In response, the applicants elect (Y), namely the 
treatment of metabolic syndrome. 

Support for the claims submitted hereinabove will be found throughout the 
specification, and especially in the section labeled "Diagnostics and Therapeutics", 
starting at page 21 and extending to page 43. 

If any additional payment is required, please charge the cost thereof to 
deposit account no. 02-2135. 
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Early and favorable action on the merits is awaited. 



By 
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